








. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
_ THE FOOD INDUSTRY

(8

FOUR OVERARCHING TOPICS TO HELP SDG ALIGNMENT OF THE

FOOD SECTOR

We strongly recommend that food industry leaders undertake a series of actions to better align
corporate practices in the food sector with the SDGs. Most importantly, we urge the industry to
address all four dimensions of SDG alignment emphasized in our Four Dimension Framework.

e Products that contribute to healthy and sustainable dietary patterns;
e Sustainable production practices;
e Sustainable global supply chains;

® Good corporate citizenship.
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COMPARABLE MONITORING AND REPORTING STANDARDS
STRUCTURED AROUND THE FOUR DIMENSIONS

In order to align corporate practices in the food sector with the SDGs and to deal with such challenges,
we emphasize the importance of adopting meaningful and targeted reporting and monitoring
standards. Most importantly, we call on the industry to support the harmonization of reporting
and monitoring to entail a systematic assessment of the existing and planned international reporting
standards for their consistency, gaps, and overlaps, with the intention of the food industry agreeing
upon a systematized SDG reporting and monitoring process.

Such harmonized reporting and monitoring standards should be built on the existing platforms
(among others, the UN Global Compact, GRI, WBCSD, World Benchmarking Alliance, the Science-
Based Targets Network, International Chamber of Commerce, SASB, Integrated Reporting, etc.) and
should be structured to address all four pillars of alignment emphasized in the Four Dimension
Framework. Since most companies will rely upon third-party monitors and compliance processes,
the industry should also agree (pre-competitively) on the financing and standards of these reporting
and monitoring processes in a manner that ensures the independence, credibility, and accuracy of the
resulting data.

Harmonization should induce reliable and comparable measurements. Such comparability
will support the efforts by companies to set ambitious targets in terms of the four dimensions of
our framework.

BETTER PRODUCTS AND MORE AWARENESS TO ACHIEVE HEALTHY

AND SUSTAINABLE DIETS

Through the previous commitments, the harmonization of reporting and monitoring should also entail
industry efforts to expand the public's awareness of sustainable and healthy diets and lifestyles
through the use of social media, public events, online free educational programs and materials, and of
course useful product labelling and marketing. Companies should promote sustainable and healthy
diets, improving their products and cooperating with research and other institutions to conduct
scientifically-grounded evaluations and assessments on public health issues related to dietary habits.
They should also inform consumers about the nutritional content of their products and the role
that each product plays within healthy and sustainable dietary patterns.

Such awareness efforts and the proactive implementation of targeted actions, in partnership and in
accordance with their respective roles, with institutions at the international and local level, academia,
NGOs, and retailers, should address the needs of distinct groups in society — notably children and
the elderly, and specific attention should be given to the role of cities.
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SUPPLY CHAIN TRACEABILITY AND INNOVATION FOR THE
CIRCULAR ECONOMY

The harmonized reporting system should cover each major product line along the entire global
supply chain. The goal should be to track the supply chain of each product line from the
upstream sources to the final users, to monitor and ultimately to ensure economic, social, and
environmental sustainability along the entire supply chain. In particular, supply chain leaders should
promote the profitability of local producers and foster rural development, thereby also reducing
the pressures for out-migration. The sustainable management of supply chains should also promote
gender equality, end child labor, and promote the education, wellbeing, and empowerment of youth.

The industry’'s growing reliance on intermediaries for supply-chain monitoring puts increased
scrutiny and responsibility on the monitors, including Fair Trade, the Rainforest Alliance,
the CDP, and others. These organizations need to ensure their own alignment with the
transformation to sustainable land, food, water, and oceans. Moreover, the industry needs
increased monitoring of the downstream supply chain, and to seek to positively contribute
to healthier and more sustainable diets and less waste from processing and packaging.

Finally, companies should foster innovations in order to address the environmental, health,
and social challenges consistent with sound financial performance. Innovations will include
new products and processes, new digital solutions, social innovations, and adoption of
the principles of the circular economy. To promote such innovations, the food industry should
partner with the scientific community, including agronomists, nutritionists, ecologists, engineers,
climatologists, social scientists and business experts, to address the unprecedently complex
challenges facing the industry and society, especially the complexity of combining
environmental sustainability and healthy diets for all of the world. Regarding corporate
citizenship, emphasis should be put on ensuring fairer and more transparent tax payments
by companies in the food sector.
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NEXT STEPS FOR THE
BCFN-SDSN- CCSI-SCL PROJECT

The BCFN - SDSN — CCSI - SCL process will aim in the second year of this project to engage with industry leaders
to support this goal to systematize and upgrade the practice, reporting, monitoring, and public education efforts of
the companies on SDG alignment. In the coming year, we will convene a series of consultation meetings with the key
reporting standards (e.g. ICC, UN Global Compact, GRI, Science-Based Targets Network, WBA, etc.), the key monitoring
agencies, and the academic disciplines (ecology, climate, land use, agronomy, nutrition, public health, business and
public finance) to help form a consensus on best practices, reporting standards and supply-chain monitoring to address
the areas of concern noted in this report. We will also use the resources of our own and our partner institutions to
help prepare and recommend new materials for public awareness and education, including an online course on the
transformation to sustainable land, food, water, and oceans.

We aim to make our second-year recommendations available to the public and industry at the occasion of the UN
General Assembly session in 2020.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
SOLUTIONS NETWORK
A GLOBAL INITIATIVE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS
\§

—

The UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) has been operating since 2012 under the auspices
of the UN Secretary-General. SDSN mobilizes global scientific and technological expertise to promote practical
solutions for sustainable development, including the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and the Paris Climate Agreement.

SDSN aims to accelerate joint learning and promote integrated approaches that address the interconnected
economic, social and environmental challenges confronting the world. SDSN works closely with United Nations
agencies, multilateral financing institutions, the private sector and civil society.

The organization and governance of SDSN enables a large number of leaders from all regions and diverse backgrounds
to participate in the development of the network. The SDSN Leadership Council brings together global sustainable
development leaders from all regions and sectors. National or Regional SDSNs mobilize knowledge institutions
around the SDGs. Several Thematic Networks mobilize experts from around the world on the technical challenges
of implementing the SDGs and the Paris Climate Agreement. SDSN has a small secretariat with offices in New York,
New Delhi and Paris.
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FOR FOOD
& NUTRITION

The Barilla Center for Food & Nutrition Foundation (BCFN) is a multidisciplinary centre for the analysis of the major
global issues related to food, nutrition, agriculture and environment.

Created in 2009, the BCFN bridges science and society, bringing experience and expertise to the debate in an
effort to end the paradoxes of our planet, where obesity and food waste happen despite widespread hunger
and malnutrition.

Awareness raising and continuous dialogue within economic, social, environmental and scientific spheres represent
critical first steps towards achieving long-term change. The BCFN delivers concrete recommendations and proposes
solutions to respond to these urgent challenges and improve food system along the food supply chain - from farm to
people. BCFN is convinced that these issues must become priorities in the agendas of decision makers and opinion
leaders around the world. BCFN is eager to play an important role and to propose sustainable solutions for the
future of our planet.
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Columbia Center

on Sustainable Investment

A JOINT CENTER OF COLUMBIA LAW SCHOOL
AND THE EARTH INSTITUTE, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

%

The Columbia Center on Sustainable Investment (CCSI), a joint center of Columbia Law School and the Earth
Institute at Columbia University, is a leading university-based applied research center and forum dedicated to the
study, practice and discussion of sustainable international investment. Its mission is to develop and disseminate
practical approaches for governments, investors, communities, and other stakeholders to maximize the benefits of
international investment for sustainable development, by integrating legal, economic, and policy expertise. CCSI
approaches sustainable investment holistically, bridging investment law, natural resource management, human
rights, economics, political economy, and environmental management. Through research, advisory projects,
multi-stakeholder dialogue and educational programs, the Center focuses on constructing and implementing
a comprehensive investment framework that promotes sustainable development and the mutual trust needed
for long-term investments that can be practically adopted by governments, companies and civil society.
http://ccsi.columbia.edu

SANTA CHIARA | LAB
Universita di Siena 1240

The Santa Chiara Lab is a multidisciplinary centre of the University of Siena aiming at promoting and facilitating
research and cooperation projects on Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development, fostering the acquisition of
soft and digital skills, boosting open innovation through the contamination of ideas, knowledge and contributing
to the dissemination and promotion of concrete solutions for the relevant challenges for the development of
our societies.

The main focus areas of Santa Chiara Lab are Sustainable Development, Agro-Food, Digital Innovation, Education,
Life Sciences.

19



IN COLLABORATION WITH

SANTA CHIARA | LAB
Universita di Siena 1240

Columbia Center ’

,‘
on Sustainable Investment
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AND THE EARTH INSTITUTE, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

DISCOVER MORE ON

www.fixing-food.com

ALL THE BCFN PUBLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON WWW.BARILLACFN.COM
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